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Box No, I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenAfise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andJbr 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on. (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages i 7* « : 

1-18 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

5-1 7 as originally filed 

1 -4 received on 02.02.2005 with letter of 31 .01 .2005 

□ a sequence listing andtor any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-17 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-17 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: 'Claims 



1-17 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : VyO 01/70038 A (UNILEVER PLC ;LEVER HINDUSTAN LTD (IN); UNILEVER 
' r. NV (NL)) 27 September 2001 (2001 -09-27) • ? 

2. The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to.the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows (cf. example; claim 1) a method for prepalring cold water soluble 
tea, 

3. The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known method in that the tea leaves 
are treated before mid-fermentation with a pH-lowering agent, followed by treatment 
during fermentation by adding ascorbic acid, salts thereof or mixtures of ascorbic acid 
and salts thereof in an amount that is sufficient for the leaf tea to be infusible in water 
at 5 to 100 ^C. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4. The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as the provision 
of a method that allows for preparing cold water soluble black leaf tea having superior 
product characteristics, i.e. a cold water soluble black leaf tea, which has a fast 
infusion rate and the infusion of which shows improved red colour and good flavour. 

5. The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: the solution taught in the present application is not suggested in the prior art 
and is also considered as being not obvious to the skilled person. 

6. Claims 2-17 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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CLAIMS 



1) A process for manufacturing a cold water soluble black leaf tea connprismg the 
steps of 

5 (a) optionally withering freshly plucked tea leaf, 

(b) macerating the leaves, > 

(c) allowing the leaves to ferrhent, \ 

(d) . firing the leaves to arrest fermentation and » 

(e) then drying them to yield black leaf tea. 

10 the process being characterised in that the tea leaves are treated before 
fermentation or before mid-fermentation with a pH lowering agerrt, followed by 
treatment during fermentation))^itK ascorbic acid, salts of ascorbic acid or mixtures 
thereof at mid-fermentation or later in an amount that is sufficient for the black leaf 



tea to be infusible in water at 5 to 100^C. 



2) A process as claimed in claim 1 wherein the pt-l lowering agent is citric acid, salts 
of citric acid, malic acid, salts of malic acid or mixtures thereof. 



3) A process as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the tea leaves are treated 
2 0 with the pH lowering agent during maceration or at the beginning of fermentation 



4) A process as claimed in any preceding claim wherein the pH lowering agent is 
citric acid added in an amount of 0.05 to 5% by weight of the tea. 



